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Guest Attendee on 
Representative Committee 

Invitations are invited from young farmers (under 35 years of age) for a position on the Representative Committee.  This position is for one year and 
is open to everyone who is currently farming either on their own or in association with someone else who has an interest in how the Co-Op operates 
and who would like to gain experience of co-op structure. 

To apply for the position please write a short letter explaining your interest and the reasons you feel would make you a suitable candidate also 
outlining your qualifications and farming experience. 

A short list of applicants will be prepared and selection will be following interview. Please address your application to the Secretary, Arrabawn 
Co-Operative Society Ltd., Nenagh, Co. Tipperary or by email to info@arrabawn.ie.  Closing date for applications is September 30th 2019. 

September is a good month to individual SCC test your cows. 

Why? 
1. You can identify cows for selective dry cow treatment.  
2. You can identify high cows for culling or treatment.  
3. Cows with a lower SCC produce more milk and are less frequently culled. Longer 
time in the herd means these cows are more profitable. 

How?  
1. Wear gloves 
2. Draw the cow 2/3 times from each quarter (onto the ground) 
3. Draw the cow 5/6 times from each quarter into small jug. 
4. Pour jug into sample bottle. 
5. Write the cows number on lids of sample bottle. 
6. Rinse jug and move on to next cow. 

Note: insure sample bottle in full and try get an even sample from all four quarters.  

Sample bottles are available from the co-op 

What do to with results  
Results will be available within 48 hours of the co-op receiving samples. High cows 
should be identified and repeat tested 5 to 10 days later.  
High cows should be looked at on a case-by-case basis; older cows, cows that have 
had multiple clinical mastitis out breaks should be considered for culling during the 
dry period. 

Younger cows should have each quarter tested to identify the problem quarter and 
treated. In some cases, a long dry period could be warranted.  

Cost   
Its costs 75cent per cow/sample to test.  

The fines for high SCC are as follows  
<250,000 +0.2c/litre 
251-400,000 Basic Price 
401-500,000 -1c/litre 
501-600,000 -2c/litre 
>601,000 -4c/litre  

If you require any more information, please contact your milk advisor.

Milk Quality Advisor: DAIRY HEALTH CERTIFICATE 
2020 REMINDER 

Each herd that supplies milk must be certified by 
your vet annually to meet specific animal health 
requirements as specified by the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 

These certificates must be submitted to Arrabawn Co-
op each year. The recommended time to certify your 
herd is at your annual herd test which enables you 
and your vet to fully complete and sign the form while 
inspecting the cows. 

Please send the completed Certificate by the 30th of 
November 2019 to  
Arrabawn Co-op, Stafford street, 
Nenagh, Co Tipperary  
 
If you have misplaced your blank Health Cert which 
was sent to you earlier this year by post, please 
contact your milk advisor. 

Note: Arrabawn will not be in a position to collect 
milk from your holding from the 1st of January 
2020 unless it has received the fully completed 
certificate. 

1. There will no longer be a requirement to submit 
a list of animal tag numbers with the completed 
certificates. 

2. On page 1, Veterinary Certification of Compliance 
the vet MUST complete the number of animals 
presented to him as milk yielding animals for 
certification. 

3. On Page 3, Herdowner Declaration of compliance 
the herdowner must complete the number of animals 
presented as milk yielding animals to the vet for 
certification. 



NEWS
Added Water in Milk 

With milk supply dropping the risk of added water in milk increases. There are a 
number of different ways water can get into milk.  

1. Water left in tank after tank is washed.  
2. Water left in milk line after rinsing machine. 
3. And not removing pipe from bulk tank after milking and 
before rinsing.  

Added water in milk is reducing your Fat, Protein and 
Lactose levels in milk which in turn is costing you money.

As can be seen in picture “AW” stands for added water in 
your quality text message.

Grassland management – as you build 
up a bank of grass for autumn / winter use, it is 
important to control weeds in new pastures. Pick 
a mild day during the autumn / early winter and 
spray for weed such as young docks, chickweed, 
thistle and charlock. While these weeds look 
harmless enough in the seedling stage, they can 
create spaces in the pasture for bigger docks and 
weed grasses. Keeping a good matt of grass from 
the beginning will help slow down the invasion of 
weeds into your new pasture.

WINTER FEED PLANNING 
Planning for the winter-feed season. With the winter period 
just around the corner, farmers should be planning on how 
much forage is available and on what ration they plan on 
feeding. 

Arrabawn Co-op has the facility to match your animal 
numbers to your forage stock and match up with a 
suitable concentrate to optimize animal performance. 

Contact your local branch of Arrabawn Co-op for more details.

Rats and Mice about the Farm 
Now is the time to control the level of rodents about the 
farm. 

Rats and mice cause a lot of damage about the farm and 
can spread disease among farm stock. Be aware that 
resistance to certain poisons may build up on your farm 
– so it is advisable to choose an alternative poison each 
time you purchase rodenticide.

Arrabawn Co-op branches stock the full range of:

• STORM  
• PIED PIPER  
• NeoSorexa – see our special offer! 

Call to your local branch of Arrabawn Co-op    

For Sale:

230 gl. Liscarroll Refrigerated Tank
4 Unit Milking Parlour

Contact 094 – 9655040

NATIONAL MASTITIS CONTROL PROGRAMME
Animal Health Ireland, 4-5 The Archways, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim, N41 WN27

CELLCHECK ON-FARM EVENTS
Teagasc | Animal Health Ireland

Rule changes to antiboitic use on dairy farms is coming

ANTIBIOTICS – 
WHAT DOES THE 
FUTURE HOLD?

PRACTICAL 
DEMONSTRATIONS  
- HOW BEST TO DRY 

OFF COWS? 

IRISH RESEARCH 
ON SELECTIVE DRY 
COW STRATEGIES

SELECTIVE 
DRY COW STRATEGY 

– THIS FARM’S 
EXPERIENCE

If you want to learn 
more about any of 
these topics, come 

along to one of 
the Animal Health 

Ireland/Teagasc 
CellCheck Open Days

APPLYING FOR A 
FREE ‘DRY COW 

CONSULT’
For Information:

www.animalhealthireland.ie

071 96 71928 

ARE YOU READY?

Hardware 
That time of year again - time to get set up for 

animal housing.  

Your local branch of Arrabawn Co-op has the full 
range of: 

Circular feeders

Cattle feed troughs 

Calf troughs 

Hay racks 

Creep feeders 
Gates  

Water troughs and 
fittings    

So check out the value at your local branch of 
Arrabawn Co-op

Changing Times!  

Due to changes in the legislation around the use of antibiotics for the control of 
mastitis in dairy animals Animal Health Ireland has organised a number of events 
around the country.
In association with AHI and Teagasc, Arrabawn has organised an event at the farm 
of  Kevin Muldoon and Mella Briscoe at Cloncela, Ballycrissane ,  Portumna, H53 
CP21. 4th October 2019   Starting 11am

Topics covered will include 
    Drying off cows 
    Selective dry cow strategies 

CellCheck on Farm Events 2019

Future of antibiotics
Getting Help in dealing with mastitis and high SCC.



Hot Water
Instant, Continuous, Low Cost

Dairy Geyser

Ideal for use with chlorine free detergents, 
giving excellent T.B.C. & Thermoduric results.

Oil Fuelled Water Heater

Huge Savings on your
Dairy Water Heating Costs

Multi-Award Winning Machine 

Dairy Geyser

IN STOCK NOW 

Uses:
� On demand water 
 heating.
� Automatic bulk tank 
 cleaning and sterilisation.
� Milking machine cleaning 
 and sterilisation.
� Feeding calves with milk 
 replacer at desired 
 temperature.
� Power washing at 
 high temperatures.

TAMS II
Grant

Funded



NEWS
Garda Message

Crime Prevention Advice on plant equipment and 
machinery from sites.

Build Grass Covers 
through Late Lactation: 
Concentrates key as 
your best value of DM 
to compliment late 
lactation Yield & Milk 
Solids

Currently grass DM is very low along 
with grass growth slowly decreasing. 
On top of this day length will begin 
to shorten. While all this is happening 
the aim is to sustain good milk 
performance from the cow while 
maintaining BCS in what has been 
a challenging past month in certain 
parts of the Arrabawn catchment. 
Firstly, buffer feeding, whether its 
zero grazing or silage, is a help in 
this, but the most efficient is feeding 
concentrates as it is the driest most 
effective input. Dry matter & fibre 
content is quite low so cows are 
flying through grass covers currently 
on farms and if things get tight on 
grass, extend rotation is needed but 
1kg of conc. will substitute for 5-6 kg 
fresh grass which can buy you time.

Arrabawn have a number of 
products such as the Summer 
Grazing, Energymax & Supreme 
Dairy 16 specifically formulated for 
late lactation as with different ranges 
of CP % & additives they work in a 
variety of diets.

With regards to ingredients, the 
makeup of both Supreme Dairy 
16% & Milkifeed 16% contain 
high levels of maize and wheat 
giving high levels of energy to meet 
requirements of Milk & Maintenance. 
Backed up with high levels of starch 
MEGALAC as highlighted before in 
many of Dan O’Connor cubes, is raw 
energy high in oil again giving every 
chance for the cow to keep a steady 
milk yield towards the back end of 
lactation combined with good milk 
solids. This time of year again with 
low DM grass and lots of moisture 
its hugely important to monitor the 
rumen in the line of pH through 
consistency in dung therefore  both 
Beet Pulp & Yeast are included in 
cubes which indirectly avoid SARA, 
NEB & Ketosis.

DOC have a number of different 
feeding rates for each which is quite 
important at this stage of the year 
so for more info on this, and other 
nutritional matters, consult your local 
Dan O’Connor Feeds representative 
or any branch of Arrabawn Co-op.

Machinery and Plant

·	 Machinery and plant equipment should be parked in a well-lit 
area inside a secure compound when not in use.

·	 Make sure plant cannot be started when it is not in use.
·	 Consider installing GPS tracking system on equipment.
·	 Trackers can provide immediate warning of plant movement and 

location, which can reduce the potential of being used in criminal 
activity and increase recovery of the plant machinery.

·	 An advantage of immobilisation systems is that they are usually 
automatically set after the engine has been switched off without the 
user having to take any action.

·	 Ignition keys should be removed and immobilisers fitted and utilised.
·	 Security locks and or ground fixings are also available for additional security.
·	 The distribution of keys should be kept to a minimum and individual 

employees made responsible for their safe keeping.
·	 When keys are not required, they should be locked in a secure Key Safe 

kept in the Control/Security Office.
·	 When taking delivery of machinery/plant from a hire company, 

ensure that a designated member of staff is responsible for accepting 
the delivery and completing the necessary documentation.

Photograph machinery and tools.

·	 Take a clear photograph of the machinery or plant.
·	 Keep a register of the make, serial number, chassis number, 

Vehicle Identification Number (VIN), colour and any unusual 
features on equipment.

·	 Indicate the type of property marking and where applied on the item.

Site Security

·	 Erect perimeter fencing or hoardings along the entire site.
·	 Install steel compounds to secure plant machinery and materials.
·	 Portable weldmesh fencing panels should be used in town centres.
·	 The number of entrance gates to the site should be kept to a minimum to control persons 

and vehicles entering and exiting.
·	 Temporary security alarm systems should also be used.

Lighting

·	 Security lighting should be designed so that the intruder can be seen from outside the site.
·	 Synchronise security lights to the alarm.
·	 Where CCTV is considered necessary, lighting should be arranged accordingly.

Reporting a crime

·	 If heavy plant machinery is observed on the move late at night or in the early hours of the 
morning, it possibly may be stolen.

·	 Report any unusual movement of plant machinery and tractors to Gardaí.
·	 Contact your local Garda Station as soon as possible.
·	 For further information, contact local Garda Crime Prevention Officer.
·	 Check www.garda.ie for further crime prevention advice.

Arrabawn Loyalty Bonus Scheme
Arrabawn has introduced a Loyalty Bonus Scheme 
in order to reward milk supplier customers for their 
continued loyalty in purchasing farm inputs from 
Arrabawn.

The scheme will operate from December 1st to 
November 30th and will be based on purchases 
made relative to expected total farm input purchases 
per litre of milk sold to Arrabawn.  

In order to qualify for a loyalty bonus, the milk 
supplier will be expected to purchase goods to a 
value equivalent to 4 cent, 7 cents or greater than 10 
cent per litre of milk supplied. In return the bonus will 
be .02cents, .03 cent or .04 cents, respectively, per 
litre milk supplied and will be issued in the form of a 
Gift Voucher which can be traded in any Arrabawn 
store.

This scheme will be in addition to the current Feed 
Bonus Scheme. 

These schemes are designed to encourage milk 
supplier/shareholders to be active purchasers 
through the co-operative. This support will enable 
the co-operative to deliver a stronger, more 
competitive service to the co-op members. 

For example : A farmer supplying 400, 000 lts 
milk to the co-operative is expected to purchase 
farm inputs ( feed, fertiliser, hardware , veterinary 
etc.) worth approx. € 28,000 which is equivalent 
to 7 cents / lt. This level of purchase will entitle the 
supplier to a Gift voucher of approx. € 120.

If the farmer purchased € 40,000 worth of goods will 
receive a gift voucher of approx. € 160.



NEWS
Worm Dose(Anthelmintic) Resistance  

We are all aware of the danger of antibiotic 
resistance especially in relation to MRSA in our 
hospitals and in the control of mastitis on our 
dairy farms. Also, farmers need to be aware of 
resistance to worm doses and pour-ons in the 
control of parasites. Farmers may be noticing 
that the effect of a particular worm dose is not 
lasting as long as it used to. 
So, before dosing any animal, a farmer should 
take a dung sample, as it is being produced, 
and send it to Paralabs, Portumna, to decide 
what level of worm infestation is in the herd. 
Then, a few days after dosing, take a second 
dung sample – there should be a significant 

drop in parasite egg numbers due to the worm 
dose – if not there may be a need to change to 
a different type /family of worm dose. 

Cattle Thrive and 
Parasite Control
Are your animals thriving? Do you have a 
fluke or worm problem on your farm? Do 
you know?
Arrabawn Co-op in association with Paralabs 
Ltd in Portumna offer a service where you 
can have both your large and small animals 
assessed for the presence of worm eggs, 
oocysts, cysts, larvae and mites.

For example, Fluke, both liver and stomach, 
can have a massive impact on a dairy herd if 
undetected and untreated.
Animals: cows, cattle, sheep, horses, dogs, 
cats (carry tape-worms!).
Parasites: roundworms, fluke, tapeworms, 
coccidian, cryptosporidia.
Taking some dung samples from some of your 
stock, even the pets, will make it easier for 
you to decide on which worm dose to use this 
autumn. 
Contact Paralabs on 087 293 1167.  Results 
can be sent to your veterinary surgeon.
Contact your local branch of Arrabawn Co-op 
for more details.

This is perfect weather for EasyWeaner! 
Colder, damp nights are wet and miserable 
for cattle, especially young stock! The 
stress of housing and / or weaning can put 
pressure on young stock and calves, making 
them susceptible to viruses and pneumonia. 
EasyWeaner will help the animal deal with 
this stress. Simply mix it through the feed 
for 4 to 5 days before and after housing/ 
weaning.  30 grms/day. 

“EasyWeaner is good!    
Stops ‘snotty noses’! 
Cattle are more relaxed! 
Not much coughing”                                                                                          

You can even put EasyWeaner through the 
milk for young calves!                

“Takes a little time for cattle to get used to 
EasyWeaner, but well worth it! “
Ciaran Garrahan uses Easy Weaner 

Arrabawn Services Silage & Soil 2019
It is that time of year again to start planning for the winter and 
spring of 2020.  Arrabawn are currently offering the following 
services available for Suppliers:

•	 Silage/Fodder Budgeting: It is important to start 
planning for the oncoming winter, with many farms 
having a fodder deficit due to the recent drought. 
Arrabawn can carry out a stock take of your winter 
feed, compare it with your livestock requirements and 
make suggestions for the on-coming feeding period.

•	 Silage Sampling: A silage sample in September/
October will determine the quality and feed value of 
your silage. The results will help you accurately decide 
which the best concentrate for your stock is and the 
level of supplementation required.

•	 Soil Sampling: From September onwards, it may be a 

good idea to take soil samples to check on soil fertility. 
This will help you to accurately decide on a fertilizer 
plan suitable for your farm, for the coming year. A soil 
test would also indicate the lime status (pH) of your 
farm. A good lime status is essential for grass growth 
and performance.

•	 Sensitivity Testing: Now is a good time to start 
thinking about dry cow treatments and the dry cow 
tube that will be used. A sensitivity test is a useful 
management tool in choosing the most effective 
treatment for clinical and sub-clinical mastitis for your 
herd. It is essential to know which bacteria is present for 
targeted treatment. 

If you wish to discuss any of these services further, please 
contact your Arrabawn Branch/ Dan O’Connor Feeds 
representative or Tom Starr 0876697010

Arrabawn Trace 

Pak Range – 2019
Trace Pak Pre Calver 

This mineral supplement 
for cows, 6 – 8 weeks before 
calving, is generally accepted 
to be the best pre calver 
mineral on the market. It 
has been developed over 
the past 20 years to meet 
the requirements of the 
Arrabawn co-op catchment 
area – especially with regard 
to high Molybdenum and low 
Copper, Zinc and Selenium 
availability – including Albion 
Chelates for maximum effect. 
It has benefits in cow health 
at calving, fertility, lameness 
and possible cell count after 
calving. Feed 100 -150 grms/
per head per day. Now with 
extra Magnesium



For further information or advice on any subjects or products mentioned in this newsletter 
Please ring 087 6697010 Email: farmsupport@arrabawn.ie  •  Check out our Website: www.arrabawn.ie

Farming for the future: Low emission slurry spreading? 
 Slurry is an important source of nutrients (N, P & 
K) and its effective recycling back to grassland is 
essential to replenish soil fertility levels. To maximise 
the nutrient value of cattle slurry and reduce N 
losses to air a number of decisions must be made. 
First, where on the farm should slurry be applied to 
maximise P and K availability and use efficiency? 
Secondly, when is the most efficient time to apply 
slurry to maximise N recovery? Thirdly what method 
of slurry application to maximise the N recovery and 
reduce ammonia emissions. The targeted application 
of slurry in spring, based on soil test results, will 
ensure the most efficient use of slurry nutrients for 
grass production and minimise potential NH3 losses 
from occurring. 
Low-emission slurry spreading (LESS) techniques 
have become increasingly popular over the last 
couple of months. There are important changes to 
slurry spreading rules for derogation farmers since 
last June. The Green, Low-Carbon, Agri-Environment 
Scheme (GLAS) started it off in early 2015 when it 
included the low-emission slurry spreading (LESS) 
option as part of the scheme. This was swiftly 
followed in late 2015 when the low-emission slurry 
spreading equipment grant scheme opened for 
applications as part of the Targeted Agricultural 
Modernisation Scheme II (TAMS II) programme by 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 
To further reinforce the issue, a rule was introduced 
in late 2017 prohibiting derogation farmers from 
spreading slurry with a splash plate after 15 June 
annually from 2018 until 2021. However, from 2020, 
low-emission slurry spreading (LESS) equipment 
should be used for any slurry application after April 
15, 2020. 

Why the need for LESS?  
Ireland signed up to reducing its greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions by 20% by 2020 and 30% by 2030. 
As agriculture accounts for one-third of all GHG 
emissions in Ireland. There are many types of GHGs 
including carbon dioxide, sulphur compounds, 
methane and many more. But as far as cattle slurry 
is concerned, ammonia is the main one that we are 
concerned with. Agriculture accounts for 98% of 
ammonia emissions in Ireland and land spreading of 
slurry accounts for almost half of this total. Spreading 
slurry with a trailing shoe, dribble bar or injector 
system can reduce the ammonia emissions up to 97% 
of those emitted with a splash plate.  

The trial work  
To investigate the effect of application technique and 
climate on ammonia emissions, Teagasc Johnstown 
Castle carried out trial work spreading cattle slurry 
(dry matter at 8.3%) at 30t/ha (2,500 gallons/acre) 
grassland plots, using either the trailing shoe or 
splash plate methods. On average, the ammonia 
emissions were lower using the trailing shoe. Six 
hours after slurry application, ammonia emissions 
were 58% lower with trailing shoe compared with 
splash plate application. However, because the 
trailing shoe applies slurry in lines/bands it dried out 
more slowly and emitted ammonia over a longer 
period. Therefore, a week after application, the 
emission reductions delivered by trailing shoe had 
decreased to 28.4%. The percentage reduction in 
total ammonia emissions delivered by the trailing 
shoe compared with splash plate also varied with 
the timing of application. In May, during sunny days, 
with high temperatures and wind speed, the trailing 
shoe reduced emissions by over 47% compared with 
splash plate. By contrast, April application, on days 
when conditions favoured low ammonia volatilisation 
(cloudy days with some rain), there was no significant 
difference in application method on emissions. 

Other benefits  
There are substantial additional benefits to using 
the LESS techniques for all farmers, regardless of 
whether they are participating in the schemes listed 
above or not; 

• Switching from a splash plate to a trailing shoe 
or band spreader application process will 
increase the N value by approximately three 
units per 1,000 gallons.  

• Improved flexibility with application as a result 
of reduced contamination of herbage, leading 
to a quicker return to grazing.  

• The opportunity to apply slurry onto swards 
with larger grass covers. 

• The odours released during and after 
application are also usually reduced when 
using a trailing shoe or band spreader method 
compared with a splash plate.  

Cattle Slurry N Value at 3000 gals/ac:

The challenges  
One of the major challenges faced by farmers was 
the limited availability of these machines. There have 
been over 1,500 applications submitted under the 
TAMS II LESS scheme to date, meaning that these 
pieces of equipment should be readily available in 
almost all parts of the country. Another obstacle is 
cost. Where slurry is spread using one of the LESS 
technologies in tandem with the umbilical system, 
then the cost of spreading slurry can actually work 
out cheaper (depending on distance from yard and 
paddock sizes). Hourly rates for spreading slurry 
with LESS attachments mounted on the back of 
vacuum tanks are generally higher, but when the 
extra nitrogen available to the grass plant is taken 
into account, the cost differential closes somewhat.  

Summary  
LESS techniques are here to stay. The national herd 
has been increasing steadily since milk quotas were 
abolished in 2015. To offset the extra gases emitted 
by these additional animals, all techniques that will 
contribute to reducing our overall GHG emissions 
from agriculture have to be adopted. The use of LESS 
equipment appears to be a very effective way in 
achieving these reductions.  

Nitrates derogation applies to all derogation farmers 
from 2018 to 2021 

• 50% of all slurry produced on a derogation 
farm must be applied by 15 June, changing to 
April 15th from 2020. 

• After this date, slurry may only be applied 
using low-emission equipment.  

• If all slurry is spread before 15 June (April 15th 
2020) there is no need for LESS equipment.  

• Soiled water can be spread using splash plate. 
However, soiled water mixed with slurry is 
defined as slurry. 

• Buffers zones from watercourses – 5m (10m for 
the first two weeks and last two weeks before 
prohibited period) 

During the application of slurry on farms most 
farmers use the book values for slurry nutrients 
when calculating their target slurry nutrient 
application rates, specific to crops and soil test levels. 
However, research has shown that the nutrient 
content of slurry will vary with slurry dry matter 
and dilution with water. Knowing the actual nutrient 

content of the slurry will help ensure that the 
correct application rates N, P & K are applied to 
optimise soil fertility and for grass growth for 
either grazing or silage. The slurry hydrometer 
which is practical and low cost approach to 
estimate the slurry dry matter on-farms is an 
effective tool for quantifying the slurry quality. 
Research in 2015 showed that 44% of farmers 
adjusted slurry application rates post hydrometer 
use to take account of results.  

How much N-P-K is in your Cattle Slurry? 

*per 1000 gallons/ac

As part of the Agricultural Sustainability 
Support and Advisory Programme (ASSAP) we 
are encouraging all suppliers to change to low 
emission slurry spreading techniques. For more 
information on our Sustainability programme 
contact Paddy Purcell on 0870963869. 

The key to autumn grassland management is 
flexibility and planning. 

Every field and every farm is different, so a lot 
of common sense is required. Good roadways, 
multiple access points and numerous watering 
points are a must. It is worth taking the time to 
complete a planner as proper autumn grassland 
management increases profitability. 

Here’s a checklist to get started on your autumn 
grassland requirements: 
• Strip wires will be required to slow 

down the rotation length and graze out 
paddocks. 

• In larger paddocks back fencing is required, 
to prevent poaching, after grazing off. 

• During wet weather on / off grazing must 
be utilised to prevent grass soiling and soil 
damage. 

• Cows need to be go out with an appetite 
and graze hard for 3 to 4 hours. 

• Move in with concentrate and buffer feed 
as grass intake decreases in wet conditions. 

• Have the sheds ready for housing, as herds 
may require housing during bad weather. 

• Rotation length should be 40 to 45 days in 
early October. 

• Peak average grass cover should be at 
1,200 kgs of dry matter per ha on the 1st of 
October. 

• Begin closing up paddocks from the 10th to 
the 15th October on drier soils. 

• Graze all paddocks to 4.5 to 5.5 cm during 
the last rotation. 

• On wetter soils, start closing up from the 
1st October. 

• Close 60 to 65% of paddocks by the 7th of 
November on drier soils. 

• The farm is fully closed by the 1st 
December on drier more soils. 

• The post grazing residual should be 150 to 
200 kg DM / ha (4.5 to 5.5 cm grass height) 

• Do not regraze paddocks that are already 
closed from the 10th October. 

• During wet weather it is better to graze low 
cover paddocks and keep the cows moved. 

• Close drier paddocks first so as they can be 
grazed earliest in the spring. 

• The target closing cover is 270 kg DM per 
cow or 675 kg DM per ha at housing. 

• To have grass in the spring, grass has to 
remain on paddocks in the autumn.


