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NEWSLETTER

New Casein
Plant Update

T

he new casein plant at Arrabawn
Ingredients in Nenagh will soon be
brought up to full production, as we
enter the final commissioning phase.
In just over a year the plant has gone from
the pouring of foundations in early February
2019 to fully operational and producing
powder in February 2020, without impacting
other operations on the site during this time.
The building superstructure was completed
in July 2019 allowing for the equipment
installation which was completed by early
November. Equipment for the new plant has
been sourced from leading food technology
manufacturers from Ireland and around

the world with both energy and production
efficiency in mind. All of the equipment has
been installed on time and is governed by
a state-of-the-art software system allowing
superior control and ease of use of the
process.
Small scale commissioning trials were carried
out through November and December with
a full-scale production trial in January 2020.
The plant itself has been finished to a very
high specification making it one of the most
modern and hygienic food production plants
in the country. Independent auditors to the
site have remarked on the high standard of
hygiene and the use of a modern system to
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ensure food safety.
The plant will be capable of processing
840,000 litres of milk per day which will
equate to over 6000 tonnes of casein powder
per year and will make Arrabawn Ingredients
one of the largest manufacturers of Acid
Casein in the world with a combined casein
production capacity of 12,000 tonnes per
annum.
The new casein plant forms the centrepiece
of the €30-million capacity investment in the
Food Ingredients site. The required effluent
plant upgrade is well under way also, with the
early phase works due to be completed by
end of March 2020.

Covid-19 Protocol around
Deliveries and Milk Collection.
Arrabawn has put in place precautionary measures as part of the
national effort to minimise the spread of Coronavirus (Covid-19).
If you, a member of your family or farm staff are experiencing
symptoms potentially linked to Coronavirus, please follow the
advice on the HSE website (www.hse.ie).
If a member of the farm household or farm staff have a suspected
or confirmed case of Covid-19 please immediately inform your
Arrabawn Quality Advisor by phone. Arrabawn will implement
relevant measures to continue to collect or make deliveries to/from
your farm while following our strict hygiene protocols.
As a precautionary measure and to protect both our farmers and
our drivers, we would ask that both parties minimise close contact
and to follow HSE advice. Farmers delivering milk samples to our
facilities are asked to follow the relevant site procedures.
We are continuing to monitor this evolving issue on a daily basis
and taking all appropriate measures.

NEWS
Milk Quality Advisor:
Benefits of Early Milk Recording

Milk recording is becoming an essential part of milk quality and dry cow period management as regulations with regards to antibiotic use are due to
change from the 28th January 2022. This will mean dairy farmers will no longer be allowed to use dry cow tubes on the entire milking herd at the end of
lactation.
Early milk recording will help us find which animals were cured over the dry period and will help to identify new infections in the herd which can be dealt
with quickly and effectively. For a spring calving herd, the first milk recording of the year should be within the first 60 days from the start of calving as it
will give a clear indication of mastitis control over the dry period and whether it was effective or not. Early lactation mastitis can have huge effect on the
longevity of animals in the herd which in turn will reduce profitability of the farm.
The cost associated with D.I.Y. milk recording €7-€8 per cow and will cover all the equipment needed (sample bottles and milk meters) and you will only
have to milk record 4 times per year. If you wish to start milk recording please contact your milk quality advisor.

Other Benefits of Milk Recording
•
•
•
•
•

Can help to determine high and low performers in the herd. (helpful culling tool)
High performing cows can be targeted for breeding higher quality replacements.
Surplus stock on the farm will be more desirable to a purchaser.
Handling of cows will decrease as pregnancy diagnosis is now available by milk samples. Disease screening is also available.
Performance measuring can make accessing finance easier.

Somatic cell count (SCC) can be hard to manage at the start of lactation and there are costs
associated with having a high SCC, as on average mastitis is costing farmers €260 per cow.
Milk recording will help you to identify repeat offenders with high SCC which can be treated or
culled. These steps will help to stop the spread of infection, decrease overall SCC and reduce
the volume of milk loss associated with the infection.
“You can’t manage what you don’t measure”

Bulk tank SCC results

% of the herd infected

100,000 - 200,000

20%

200,000 - 300,000

30%

300,000 - 400,000

40%

Dairy Health Certificate

Each herd that supplies milk must be certified by your vet annually in accordance with specific animal health requirements set out by the Department of
Agriculture, Food and Marine. A certificate signed by your vet in 2019/2020 will allow your milk to be collected in 2020.
1.
On page 1, Veterinary Certification of Compliance, your vet MUST complete the number of animals presented to him as milk yielding animals
for certification.
2.

On Page 3, herdowner Declaration of compliance, the herd owner must complete the number of animals presented as milk yielding animals to
the vet for certification.

3.

Please send the white copy of page 1 and 3 to Arrabawn Co-op
Stafford street
Nenagh
Co Tipperary

Arrabawn will not be in a position to collect milk from your holding from the 1st of January 2020 unless it has received a fully completed health certificate.

FUNDEQUIP LOANS
THE LOW-COST TERM LOAN DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY TO HELP DAIRY FARMERS MODERNIZE THEIR FARMS.
Finance Ireland continue to develop a
strong relationship with the Agri sector by
rolling out the new FundEquip loan scheme
to suppliers of Arrabawn Co-op Creamery
Ltd.
Having pioneered the hugely successful
MilkFlex Loan product and processed in excess
of 2,500 farm funding applications to date,
Finance Ireland have been building a reputation
as something of a specialist lender within the
Irish Agri sector.
Like the MilkFlex scheme, the new FundEquip
loan scheme has been designed exclusively
for dairy farmers in the Republic of Ireland.
FundEquip is a low-cost term loan to help
purchase specific equipment in the dairy
Industry for Arrabawn Co-op farmers. This lowcost loan can help farmers avail of the TAMS
grant on specific equipment.
Key features of the FundEquip product:
•
Loan term - 3 or 5 years only;
•
Variable rate loans – 3.9% over 3

•
•
•

years or 4.5% over 5 years;
Seasonal payments April - November
inclusive - to suit milk production;
Repayment deduction from monthly
milk receipt;
Loan size €3000 - €75,000.

Examples of Equipment available to
purchase with FundEquip:
•
Generators
•
Calf feeders
•
Milk cooling equipment
•
Feed bins
•
Bulk tanks
•
Solar panels
•
Water heaters
•
Milk Silos
•
Plate Coolers

FundEquip details:
Eligibility Criteria
•
All Arrabawn Co-op farmers with a
current Milk Supply Agreement (MSA)
•
Farmers must be supplying Milk to
Arrabawn Co-op for 12+ months.
•
No asset-based security is required to
avail of the scheme.
•
Equipment must be through an
approved Arrabawn co-op supplier.
How to Apply:
FundEquip is available to all Arrabawn Co-op
farmers. To apply, simply call the FundEquip
number 01 639 1370. The FundEquip team will
discuss your application details and provide you
with an application form.
Subject to fully completed application and
supporting documentation, applications will be
turned around within one working day;
If loan is approved a representative from Finance
Ireland Leasing will be in contact with the farmer
to organise signing of legal documentation.
*Lending criteria terms and conditions apply.

FENCING OFFERS
GEARED FENCE REEL

AKO 100 SCREW IN
INSULATOR BUCKET
C/W FITTER

WAS €20

ONLY

NOW

€27
GALLAGHER REEL C/W
200M POLYWIRE

ONLY

€22

€15
PIG TAIL POSTS

€ 15

PER PACK
OF 10

AKO B150
FENCER +
BATTERY

WAS €150

NOW

€135
OFFER ENDS 30TH APRIL 2020

5 PK GATE HANDLES

ONLY

€8
AKO B125 FENCER
+ BATTERY

WAS €120

NOW

€99
LISTER SCREW INSULATORS
SPECIAL TIP 25PK

WAS €7

NOW

€5

(LIMITED
STOCK)

www.arrabawn.ie

Every effort has been made to ensure the details of this flyer are correct but errors and omissions cannot
be discounted. All items are subject to availability. All rights reserved. Images are for illustration purposes
contact your local Sales Rep for more information.
only. Arrabawn reserve to withdraw or alter Please
any item
or price without prior notice.

NEWS
Calf Health and Housing Tips

KETOSIS

As majority of the cows will have calved at this stage, the calf sheds may
become under a bit of extra pressure. It is important not to overcrowd
sheds, as it increases the risk of a disease outbreak. Here are some useful
tips to help get the most of your calves and sheds.

Ketosis is a metabolic disorder in cattle whose energy demands exceed
their intake, resulting in a negative energy balance. Typically, cows will
lose 0.5 in body condition score from calving to service but many lose
more than that. Especially cows who are miling off her back more than
others. On average 7-14% of the herd will suffer from ketosis to some
degree within the first 60 days of calving down. Subclinical or “hidden”
ketosis is a common problem in Irish herds, said to affect around
30% of cows. If there is an acute clinical case on your farm, it’s worth
remembering that other cows may be developing the same problem
without showing any major signs.
Ketosis often occurs when there is a change in diet. The cow’s appetite
is depressed after calving and energy intake cannot meet the increasing
energy demand. In the absence of available energy, the cow metabolises
her body fat, converting it to ‘ketones’ as an alternative but lower quality
energy source. When large amounts of body fat are activated, the liver is
put under excessive pressure. The fat moves faster than the liver can use
it and is expelled as ketones in blood, urine and milk.
Look for:
Reduced milk yield
Loss of condition (greater than 0.5 BCS)
Reduced appetite (not finishing all feed in parlour and looking
empty)
Sweet type smell on the cow’s breath or their milk
Some animals express nervous signals including drooling, licking
(Pica), chewing and displays of aggression.
Lethargy/ slow
Treatment
An intravenous dextrose solution by a veterinarian is the most
immediate short term fix. A glycerine or propylene glycol drench
has longer term effects, and many long-acting corticosteroids are
effective for ketosis.

Milk Feeding: As most people are aware calves should be feed 6L ‘s of
whole milk or milk replacer daily. Evenly split between the morning and
evening. This 6L’s of milk will ensure you maximise the calf’s growth
as the first 60 days of life are crucial in ensuring you have a profitable
animal in the future. Once a day feeding is only legally allowed when the
calf is over 4 weeks of age.
Concentrates: Fresh water should be available to ensure concentrates
are consumed. For a calf to eat 1Kg of concentrates, 4-5L’s of water are
required. You wouldn’t eat dry foods without a drink so don’t expect your
calves to! Course feeds are more interesting due to different tastes and
sizes of each component and intrigue the calves inquisitive nature. They
are more likely to consume more course feeds then pellets.
Feed Additives: Products such as MilkShake will help to increase
the quality of your milk or milk replacer. Milkshake contains essential
minerals and vitamins to boost the immune system, help improve live
daily gain weights and prevent disease outbreaks, such as scour. The
Milkshake also aids the digestion of milk by creating a slightly acidic
environment which is needed in the stomach.
Water: As mentioned above water is critical for calves, should be
available from the first week. Check water bowls daily to ensure they are
clean.
Roughage: Hay or straw are both good sources of roughage for calves.
As ruminants they crave roughage and require it for the development of
a healthy rumen. Straw or Hay should be placed in racks above ground
level, this is will prevent them from eating off the ground picking up dirty
straw- high disease risk.
Ventilation: Fresh Air is the best virus and bacteria a killer available.
Fresh air can kill a virus circulating in the air within a couple minutes.
Whereas 50:50 fresh and stale air will take a couple hours to kill viruses.
Ventilation passes above the calf’s level, and will not cause a chill. Ensure
your sheds have an air inlet and outlet sufficient to change the air
regularly. Pneumonia’s are generally a result of poor ventilation.
Drainage: Drainage is one of the most important factors in your calf
shed. A calf spends 80% of its time lying down in the first few weeks of
life. It is crucial they have a warm, comfy lie. Dry straw will ensure the calf
can put as much energy as possible into growing and not keeping warm.
A good drainage system will ensure the dung and urine will be removed
from the straw to help keep the bed drier. Moisture from a damp straw
bed will rise up in a warm shed and circulate bacteria in the air, which
may cause disease.

Arrabawn Co-op 2020
Grass Seed Mixtures
‘Every little helps’, as the saying goes and it all adds up!
Farmers have become very efficient in recent years,
tweaking everything from SCC to bull selection. Pasture
reseeding will return more than any other procedure on
your farm. Spring reseeding will have paid for itself by year
end! Dry matter production from old pasture is reckoned
to be about 7 – 8tonnes per hectare, while choosing to
reseed with the Arrabawn Grazing Silage mixture, outlined
below, will return 14 – 15 tonnes per hectare.
• All Top varieties, suitable for grazing or silage
• Early spring Growth, maximum overall yield
• 40 % Tetraploid, Abergain, the highest rated late
tetraploid for Quality
• High performance, easy to manage late heading
varieties
• Compact heading date – reduced topping!
• Good ground cover - long life, weed free
• Over 14.5ton DM /Ha vs c. 7- 8 ton/ Ha for old
pasture
While this is the preferred Grazing Silage mixture for
Arrabawn customers there are other options, with a more
varied variety content, available from your local branch of
Arrabawn Co-op.

Prevent ketosis by:
Maintaining feed intake in late gestation
Ensuring good body condition at calving, not too fat
Ensuring colostrum cows are well fed, feed energy dense feeds.
After calving, the cow has the potential to produce milk at
capacity, but energy requirements may be lacking for very
high production. Supplements to grass should be fed until peak
lactation, don’t drop concentrates levels too fast!
Avoid over-conditioning cows during late lactation and dry
period
In rare cases some very high-producing cows are prone
to developing ketosis annually. A propylene glycol drench
immediately after calving may prevent on an individual basis in

Arrabawn Farm Support Services – available
to all customers

It’s important to know what you are working with. Arrabawn can provide
you with the services to measure and analyse different areas of your
farm and also help in interpreting the results. This is the time of year to
start milk recording – identify problem cows – milk recording returns
a benefit of over € 200/cow. Sensitivity testing the milk from high SCC
cows will help choose a more effective antibiotic. A soil test will help
choose the most suitable fertiliser. A silage feed evaluation test will
determine the most suitable feed for you stock.
Milk Tests
•
SCC
•
Antibiotic Residues
•
Culture and Sensitivity
(Antibiotic Tubes)
•
Online Milk Statements
•
Water Quality testing
•
CellCheck Programme
•
Milk Quality Advisors
Animal Health
•
Faecal Egg Counts
•
Faecal Egg Count Reduction
tests
•
Fluke and lungworm Analysis
•
Calf Scour Tests
•
Bulk Tank Worm (Ostergia
test)

•
Soil
•
•
•
•

IBR Bulk tank test
Take Soil Sample
Soil Mineral Analysis
Nutrient Management Plans
ASSAP Sustainability, advisor
on hand.

Feed
•
Advice on feed from our
Nutritionist
•
Take Silage Samples
•
Silage Mineral Analysis
•
Forage Evaluation (DMD, CP,
Ash, pH, Energy Values)
For further information contact
your local branch of Arrabawn
Co-op.

NEWS
For Sale

Dairy Hygiene

All branches stock a wide range of dairy hygiene products and equipment. Products include
chlorine free products such as OSA-N, which can be used on both the machine and the tank –
OSA-N cleans, sterilizes and descales all in one. Also gloves, aprons etc.

50 (Calved) Heifers
in Central Auctions,
Birr Mart On Thursday 26th March
@1pm From Mill Farm Herd.

The Max Range for
Maximum Performance
BreederMax – the Nut for Summer Grazing
Breedermax Dairy from Dan O’Connor Feeds to boost
cow performance at grass.
•

Milk price is good and you need to keep milk
quality and volume up to capitalise on the higher
price in mid and late lactation.

BreederMax Fertility /Grazing Nut is a high energy 16%
Protein nut specifically formulated to complement good
quality grazed grass.
•
Includes high levels of Barley as a quality starch
source.
•
Includes high levels Sugar Beet Pulp as a
digestible fibre source.
•
Includes Protected minerals to help keep the mineral balance right in cows at grass.
•
Includes De-odorase to tie up surplus nitrogen and protein, which could seriously affect fertility, due to increased levels of Blood
Urea.
•
Now includes Iodex, as protected iodine to get past the problem of iodine interaction with feed.
•
Cal Mag included at 2oz to 2kg feed.
Heifermax
Are your replacement heifers on target, if not now is the time to make sure they are being fed with Heifermax from Dan O Connor Feeds
is a specially designed feed targeted at younger dairy stock.
Heifermax is a 20% protein feed specifically formulated to maximise growth potential and avoid depositing fat in the udder. As with all the
max range it is an ideal partner for grass and silage diets while only containing the highest quality ingredients.
Heifermax contains both digestible and by-pass protein offering unrivalled growth, it is also formulated with elevated levels of
phosphorous to help avoid phosphorous deficiency in heifers which may cause poorer submission & conception rates.
Energymax
Energymax from Dan o Connor feeds is another product which has been introduced to the highly successful max range.
Energymax is a high energy low protein feed which is formulated for freshly calved cows. As with all the max range Energymax contains
only the highest quality raw materials.
Energymax is a high energy maize based diet that is an ideal partner for silage and grass based diets.
Energymax also contains digestible fibres in the form of beet pulp and also contains live yeast to boost intake defend against negative
energy balance.
To order your bulk feed delivery, call Dan O Connor Feeds on 061-414988 or see our website www.danoconnorfeeds.ie
Arrabawn Agri Advisors

Area Covered

Phone Number

John Ryan

North Tipperary

087 177 4434

John Butler

North Tipperary/South Offaly

087 714 6101

Joe Egan

East Limerick/South East

087 277 9888

Pat Considine

Cork

087 259 1372

Robert O Brien

South Tipperary

087 796 1408

Ciaran Garrahan

Offaly/Roscommon

087 741 7354

Sean Whiriskey

North Galway

087 259 1520

Darragh Dolan

South Galway

087 350 8911

Vincent Jordan

West Limerick

087 259 1597

Brendan Collins

Nutritionist

087 640 8549

Changes resulting from the derogation review
The nitrates derogation permits higher
stocking rates. In order for this to continue,
new environmental targets must be reached.
Ireland’s Nitrates Derogation allows stocking
rates, above 170kg livestock manure nitrogen/
ha up to 250 nitrogen/ha (up to 2.9LUs
cows/ha) across the entire land declared
on BPS). This concession is subject to
additional conditions designed to protect
the environment. However recent declines
in water quality and increases in greenhouse
gases and ammonia emissions, unless
reversed, will make it difficult to secure further
derogations.
If you are one of the roughly 7,000 derogation
applicants in 2020, then the following changes
will affect you and you will need to discuss
the changes with you agricultural advisor. You
must then put a plan in place to meet these
requirements in 2020 and beyond.
A national review of the Nitrates Derogation
was carried out in 2019. As a result, the
following measures are being introduced in
2020 to further protect water quality and to
assist in the application process for NAP 5 in
2021.
1. Compulsory liming programme:
The liming programme must be
implemented in 2020 and based on
a current Nutrient Management Plan
(NMP) and associated soil analysis
results.
•
Lime application must be recorded
on the Annual Fertiliser Accounts.
•
Invoices will be required on
Inspection and with the Annual
Fertiliser
Q: Will land rented by way of a one-year
(conacre) agreement be required to be
included in the liming programme?
Lands by way of one-year (conacre)
agreements don’t have to be limed, however,
if land is being managed for more than 1
year then it should be included in the liming
programme.
2.

Low emission slurry spreading:
LESS equipment shall be used for
any slurry applications;

•

Slurry remaining on the holding
after the 15/4/2020 must be spread
by LESS

•

All Slurry on the holding from the
12/1/2021 must be spread by LESS
DAFM will require farmers to furnish records
on the volume of slurry spread by LESS for
2019, 2020 and 2021 in m3 (1m3 = 220 gls).
This will be captured retrospectively on the
DAFM Derogation Application Form on a
yearly basis.
Farmers in Derogation will be required to
record the use of LESS and provide details/
evidence of the use of a contractor or
own LESS equipment. Invoices will also be
required.
How long is it anticipated TAMS II grants
will grant aid LESS equipment following
the introduction of these measures?
It is anticipated up until the 15/04/2021(One
year after the mandatory introduction of
LESS for farmers in Derogation

3.

Crude Protein: A reduction is
required in the crude protein in
concentrate feeds for grazing
livestock. Livestock with a 100%
Grass forage diet during the main
grazing (1st April to 15th September)
season will be required to follow the
following;
•
A maximum of 16% CP between 1st
April and 15th September in 2020
•
A maximum of 15% CP between 1st
April and 15th September in 2021
Note: If higher levels of crude protein are
required, this needs to be certified by the
appropriate advisor.
4.

5.

Training Programme: Farmers
must attend a training programme
in adopting best practice in nutrient
use efficiency and management
and the protection of water and this
must be completed by farmers by
the end of 2021.

Grassland Management:
Derogation farmers must record
through appropriate software
technology the grass produced
annually on the farm from 2020.
If Derogation farmers haven’t the
required skills to undertake this
measure, derogation farmers must
undertake training in grassland
management which must be
completed by the end of 2021. A
minimum 20 grass measurements
per annum (falling plate meter or
cut & weigh) on the main grazing
platform only.
The following measurements are required per
month over the season as follows;
 February (1)

March (2)

April to Sept (14)



6.
•
•
•

7.

October (2)
November (1)
Clover: New grass reseeding
completed by derogation farmers
must include clover.
A minimum of 1.5 kg/ha naked clover
seed i.e. un-pelleted clover seed is
required for all new grass reseeds
Either white (grazing) or red
(cutting) or mixture of clovers can
be used
Over sowing of grass seed mixtures
with clover post weed control will be
permitted.
Commonage/rough grazing: will
not be eligible for the derogation
allowance of 250 kg livestock
manure N/ha.

8.
Q: How will DAFM define Commonage/
Rough grazing for the purpose of the
Nitrates Derogation?
From 2020 this will be defined based on the
declaration of Commonage/Rough grazing on
the Basic payment Scheme application.
Stocking rate calculations will need to be
done for these farms on a case-by case basis
as this change will affect approximately 350
derogation applicants with commonage.
9.

Biodiversity: Implementation
of measures from the All Island
Pollinator Plan.
Farmers must adopt at least one measure
from the following list of actions;
•
Leave at least one mature
Whitethorn/ Blackthorn tree within
each hedgerow.
•
Maintain hedgerows on a minimum
3-year cycle. Cutting annually
stops the hedgerow flowering and
fruiting.

Spring Sustainability Farm Walks
Tomas Divilly, Moylough, County Galway
H53 H762
On Wednesday 5TH April
Aidan & Brian Larkin, Coolderry, Co. Offaly
E53 X985
On Friday 24TH April
11am stat
Topics:
Farm update Nitrates Derogation Low Emission slurry
Protected Urea Biodiversity

For further information or advice on any subjects or products mentioned in this newsletter
Please ring 087 6697010 Email: farmsupport@arrabawn.ie • Check out our Website: www.arrabawn.ie

