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Topics for discussion include: 

Economics of fertility for winter milk herds 

Robust cows – breeding for longevity 

Nutrition to improve herd metabolic health 

Diet guidelines for efficient milk production  
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Take home messages: 
1. Calve down heifers at 24 months – ESSENTIAL 

2. Start breeding for Fertility –Fertility sub index must be greater than €140, protein % 

must be greater than 0.12% 

3. Body condition and Magnesium are essential for cow health 

4. Silage analysis – feed value and mineral analysis – is a must 

5. Feed to a REALISTIC milk yield  

 

Co-op performance report - 2015 Arrabawn liquid milk average Arrabawn top 10% liquid 

Kg milk solids/cow 403 509 

Litres/cow/day 14.87 18.7 

Fat %  3.96% 4.17% 

Protein % 3.37% 3.54% 

Calving interval  416 days 375 days 

6 week calving rate  42% 72% 

% Ai bred replacements  13% 34 

% heifers calved at 22-26 months  30% 80 

AVERAGE MILK PRICE 31.7 33.2 
 


